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PRESS RELEASE

From: Colbond bv, P.O. Box 9600, 6800 TC Arnhem, the Netherlands
           www.colbond.com, info@colbond.com

Contact: Blair Rawes, blair.rawes@colbond.com; tel.: +31 26 366 4804
For immediate release:
IMPROVED EROSION PROTECTION WITH NEW ENKAMAT
Arnhem, the Netherlands (June 11) – Many Civil Engineers wish to use natural vegetation as a means of erosion protection. To enable engineers to do so while also offering reliable protection in the vulnerable period when vegetation is still developing, Colbond has introduced a new product: Enkamat J. Enkamat J combines for the first time a standard polyamide Enkamat with a biodegradable fabric stitched to it.
Enkamat is a well established anti-erosion mat which uses natural vegetation as the means to prevent erosion. Enkamat reinforces the vegetation by providing it with a strong and permanent foothold. With such reinforcement, natural vegetation can withstand much higher erosion threats, making ‘green’ erosion control solutions practical in more situations. 
Biodegradable backing for immediate protection
Vegetation needs time to grow, usually three to four months. When severe erosive loadings, such as heavy rainfall or flooding, are expected while the vegetation is developing, seeds or soil are at risk of being washed away. To minimize this risk, Colbond has developed Enkamat J. Its biodegradable fabric diminishes the impact of erosive loadings when vegetation is still young and prevents the loss of seeds or soil. In addition to offering this extra protection, the fabric also holds water and functions as a thermal blanket - both further enhancing vegetation growth. 
Once the vegetation has fully developed, the biodegradable fabric is no longer required. It degrades and returns to nature, after which the Enkamat and vegetation together provide permanent and dependable erosion protection. 

As a pioneer in geosynthetics, Colbond introduced Enkamat more than thirty years ago. With its unique three-dimensional open structure of polyamide filaments, it has proven itself to be an outstanding anti erosion mat. Over the years, many variants of Enkamat have been developed, each of them designed to meet specific demands in the field of erosion protection. Enkamat J is the latest development.
For further information, please send an e-mail to info@colbond.com or visit our website www.colbond-geosynthetics.com.  



#  #  #  #  #  #

Colbond is a leading producer and supplier of high-quality synthetic nonwovens for flooring, automotive and construction applications and of three-dimensional polymeric mats and composites for civil engineering, building and industrial applications.

The company’s production facilities are based in Emmen and Arnhem (NL), Obernburg (D), and Asheville (NC, USA). Regional sales offices are located all over the world. For product and application development, the company maintains a Development and Application Centre at the Arnhem head office and a Development Laboratory in Asheville. 

Colbond is part of the Technical Textiles Division of Low & Bonar. Listed on the London Stock Exchange, Low & Bonar employs approximately 2,000 people worldwide. 
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Enkamat J consists of standard Enkamat and a biodegradable fabric such as jute. The fabric provides extra protection while vegetation is still young and vulnerable.
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In Vauvert, France, Enkamat J was used to cover a dike because flooding was expected. The photo, taken in October, shows the result just three weeks after the mat was installed.
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Enkamat J may be installed with the jute fabric on top or underneath, depending on local circumstances and on the expected erosion.








